
 

 

MONTHLY ACTION POINTS 

Women, Peace and Security 
 

May 2023 
Iraq 
In its forthcoming discussion on the situation in Iraq, it is 

crucial that the Security Council take into account the underlying factors contributing to insecurity, including lack of protection and 

promotion of human rights. Political violence and hate speech continues to increase, placing diverse women activists, women public 

figures, journalists, peacebuilders and human rights defenders at risk of targeted violence and hate campaigns due to their 

leadership and participation in public processes, and work in support of vulnerable groups. This increase can be directly linked to 

impunity for past crimes committed before 2019 and the failure of the justice system to ensure accountability. Violence targeting 

women, including lesbian and transgender women and other minorities, in public life is part of a continuum of violence women 

experience throughout their lives, necessitating robust legal frameworks criminalizing all forms of gender-based violence, 

addressing widespread impunity through gender-responsive justice institutions, and ensuring access to multi-sectoral, survivor-

centered services. In this context, Council members should emphasize the importance of strengthening protection mechanisms for 

diverse women by leveraging the momentum surrounding the adoption of the Yezidi Female Survivor Law to enact the Family 

Violence Protection Law with a provision that ensures civil society engagement and legally recognizes civil society-run safe homes. 

Support mechanisms for local and national women’s and minority’s rights civil society should also be amplified in order to push back 
against defamation campaigns targeted against them. When renewing the mandate of the UN Assistance Mission in Iraq (UNAMI), 

the Security Council should maintain all existing women, peace and security (WPS) language as well as: 

• Strengthen references to core dimensions of the WPS agenda throughout UNAMI’s mandate by emphasizing that UNAMI 
should promote women’s full, equal, meaningful, and safe participation and leadership and require UNAMI to consult with 

diverse women’s civil society groups across all aspects of operations as part of the existing mandate to mainstream gender 
as a cross-cutting issue. 

• Explicitly note that UNAMI’s efforts to promote the protection of human rights should include support for the implementation 
of relevant national laws and strategies, including the Yazidi Survivor’s Law, as well as international human rights law, such as 

CEDAW, and encompass monitoring and reporting on violence targeting diverse women, including violence on the basis of 

sexual orientation and identity, and on violence targeting diverse women in public life and civic space, including activists, civil 

society leaders, protestors, politicians, candidates, and individuals promoting women’s rights, disability rights, 
and LGBTIQ+ rights, as well as organizations engaged in humanitarian action, peacebuilding, and climate justice. 

• Clarify that a survivor-centered and trauma-informed approach should be the basis of all efforts to address gender-based 

violence, including its support for the implementation of the Joint Communique on Prevention and Response to Conflict 

Related Sexual Violence. 

• Emphasize that UNAMI’s support for efforts to address the effects of climate change must reflect how women are particularly 

affected and as a result, should be guided by age-, disability-, and gender-sensitive risk assessment and analysis and further 

ensure that climate change and natural resource-related discussions at all levels are inclusive of women’s participation and 
leadership. 

• Underscore that UNAMI’s support for delivery of essential civil and social services, including in the context of education, health 

care, and social protection, should be age-, disability-, and gender-responsive and undertaken in coordination with women’s 
groups and women leaders. 

Israel / Palestine 
The stalled peace process, ongoing occupation, and increasing economic and governance challenges in the occupied Palestinian 

Territory (oPT) serves as the backdrop for increased violence targeting civilians in recent months, exacerbating an already untenable 

situation. The protracted occupation, which encompasses efforts to limit movement, seize property, control and limit Palestinian 

natural resources, including access to water, and impose barriers to gaining citizenship or residency status, contributes to 

discrimination against diverse women and girls and directly undermines their safety and security, including by forcibly displacing 

women and girls, exacerbating gender-based violence and preventing access to life-saving sexual and reproductive health care. In 

Council discussions on the situation, the rights of Palestinian women, including their right to full, equal, safe and meaningful 

participation and leadership, must be central to all discussions. Council members must concretely address legitimate barriers to 

inclusion and violence faced by women living under Israeli occupation. Palestinian women, including activists, peacebuilders and 

human rights defenders, regularly face threats, harassment, and violence, including in online spaces, as well as arrest, intimidation, 

For May, in which Switzerland has the presidency of the UN 

Security Council, the MAP provides recommendations on the 

situations in Iraq, Israel / Palestine, and Sudan. 

https://www.womenpeacesecurity.org/resource/un-security-council-briefing-on-iraq-by-amal-kabashi/
https://apnews.com/article/middle-east-religion-violence-gay-rights-iraq-f5c0a3568556d341885dd70aa78cd161
https://www.hrw.org/report/2022/03/23/everyone-wants-me-dead/killings-abductions-torture-and-sexual-violence-against
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fpolicy-practice.oxfam.org%2fresources%2fcommunity-perceptions-on-sexual-and-gender-based-violence-a-baseline-report-con-621206%2f&c=E,1,269NWjbqvuW9kFbWW-C65LegSW2l0xIurHzYPIw0FLrDokaZJJW73hQCv9EXhuM4h4HNF-p4mTs0610dxY4u1YlK1HFwBlNgmYKvth5jHHFltlDRbTEjJL4,&typo=1
https://www.madre.org/press-publications/article/iraq-passes-milestone-yazidi-female-survivors-law
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/03/23/deadly-violence-against-lgbt-people-iraq
https://theglobalobservatory.org/2022/01/climate-activism-in-iraq-a-dangerous-undertaking/
https://unfccc.int/gender
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-Climate-Gender-Conflict-Nexus.pdf
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/621360/bn-unfarmed-now-unlived-when-310322-en.pdf?sequence=4
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/tor-wennesland-special-coordinator-middle-east-peace-process-briefing-security-council-situation-middle-east-28-november-2022
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/occupied-palestinian-territory-opt-protection-analysis-update-august-2022
https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Chair-Summary-CEIRPP-CSW-event-23-March-2022.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/israels-practices-against-palestinian-economy-exacerbating-dire-living-conditions-occupied-territory-syrian-golan-senior-official-tells-second-committee
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/israels-practices-against-palestinian-economy-exacerbating-dire-living-conditions-occupied-territory-syrian-golan-senior-official-tells-second-committee
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2022/3/15/devastating-how-israel-is-pulling-palestinian-families-apart
https://www.un.org/unispal/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Chair-Summary-CEIRPP-CSW-event-23-March-2022.pdf
https://conflictandhealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13031-022-00444-2
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/occupied-palestinian-territory-opt-protection-analysis-update-august-2022
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restriction on movement and discrimination as a result of Israeli policies that violate international humanitarian and human rights 

law. Forced displacement continues unabated throughout the oPT, including in Masafer Yatta, with profoundly negative effects on 

women and girls. The Council must call for an end to the continued expansion of settlements, settler violence and forcible transfers, 

house demolitions, residency revocation, movement restrictions, arbitrary detention and targeting of human right defenders. Finally, 

the Council must support efforts to ensure ongoing efforts to protect and promote human rights, including the work of the UN 

Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in Israel, and 

the UN database of companies operating in Israeli settlements in occupied West Bank & East Jerusalem. 

Sudan 
In response to the 15 April outbreak of armed conflict in Sudan, the Security Council must condemn the ongoing fighting and demand 

an immediate cessation of hostilities and respect for international humanitarian and human rights law, including protection of civilians 

and resumption of delivery of lifesaving humanitarian assistance as a priority. Further, both parties must end the indiscriminate 

targeting of civilians and civilian infrastructure by ending the use of heavy weaponry and explosive weapons in densely populated 

areas. There are already reports of the near collapse of health services, destruction of water and electrical facilities, and lack of 

access to food and basic necessities, threatening to turn an already acute humanitarian crisis into an irreversible humanitarian 

disaster if it continues unabated.  

The outbreak of violence is rapidly exacerbating an already dire situation in which gender-based violence, grounded in pre-

existing inequality and marginalization, is prevalent against diverse women and girls, with displacement, age, disability, and 

participation in public life compounding the risk of experiencing violence, while access to services, including sexual and 

reproductive care is often limited or non-existent. Women involved in ongoing protests as leaders, organizers, and activists, have 

been met with gender-specific violence by security forces, including assault and rape. Women human rights defenders, 

peacebuilders, and women’s civil society groups, including those documenting GBV carried out by armed groups, have 

been targeted by security forces in attempts to intimidate, including through interrogation and surveillance.  

In its forthcoming renewal of the mandate of the UN Integrated Transition Assistance Mission in Sudan (UNITAMS), the Security 

Council should maintain all existing WPS provisions, and further: 

● Promote all efforts to ensure accountability for violations of international humanitarian and human rights law, including 

gender-based violence, as a fundamental requirement future peace and security, and explicitly call on the mission to work 

with relevant actors to ensure the safety of women active in public life and civic space, including women human rights 

defenders, peacebuilders activists, protestors, elected officials, civil servants, and civil society leaders by fostering an 

enabling environment and adopting and implementing legislation that recognizes and protects their rights, safety and 

participation. 

● Emphasize the importance of inclusive ceasefire and peace agreement negotiation processes which ensure women’s safe 
participation and leadership, including in regional and sub-regional processes and negotiations, and require UNITAMS to 

consult with diverse women’s civil society, including groups engaged on disability rights and climate justice. 

● Explicitly note that UNITAMS’ existing human rights mandate is inclusive of the protection and promotion of the full range of 
women’s human rights, including the ratification of CEDAW and repeal of discriminatory laws, such as the personal status law 

and provisions of national security and labor laws and call on UNITAMS to monitor and report on violence targeting diverse 

women in public life and civic spaces, including activists, civil society leaders, protestors, politicians, candidates, 

peacebuilders, civil servants, and individuals promoting women’s rights, disability rights, and LGBTIQ+ rights, as well as 
organizations engaged in humanitarian action, peacebuilding, and climate justice. 

● Emphasize that UNITAMS’ work in preventing and addressing gender-based violence should be undertaken using a trauma-

informed, survivor-centered approach that places the rights, needs and wishes of survivors at the heart of the planning, 

decision-making and response; in its support for the development and implementation of relevant action plans, the mission 

should seek to ensure the delivery of quality, accessible, and non-discriminatory healthcare and comprehensive support, 

including for sexual and reproductive health, psychosocial support, legal services, access to justice, reparations, and support 

for livelihoods, particularly in areas where there is already a lack of services. 

● Recognize the adverse effects of climate change and natural resources has on crisis and conflict in Sudan and note that all 

relevant efforts to address the effects of climate change must reflect how women are particularly affected and, as a result, 

should be guided by age-, disability-, and gender-sensitive risk assessment and ensure that efforts to facilitate climate change 

and natural resources-related dialogue at all levels are inclusive of women’s full, equal, and meaningful participation and 
leadership. 

https://www.ochaopt.org/content/response-escalation-opt-situation-report-no-1-21-27-may-2021
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/04/sudan-conflict/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/04/sudan-conflict/
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports/2023/4/17/refugees-international-warns-of-severe-humanitarian-consequences-of-sudan-fightingnbsp
https://www.care.org/news-and-stories/press-releases/statement-from-michelle-nunn-president-and-ceo-of-care-on-the-situation-in-sudan/
https://www.care.org/news-and-stories/press-releases/statement-from-michelle-nunn-president-and-ceo-of-care-on-the-situation-in-sudan/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/04/sudan-conflict/
https://www.care.org/news-and-stories/press-releases/statement-from-michelle-nunn-president-and-ceo-of-care-on-the-situation-in-sudan/
https://www.care.org/news-and-stories/press-releases/statement-from-michelle-nunn-president-and-ceo-of-care-on-the-situation-in-sudan/
http://undocs.org/S/2022/627
http://undocs.org/S/2022/627
http://undocs.org/S/2022/627
https://www.nrc.no/resources/reports/white-nile-camps-msna/
https://reliefweb.int/report/sudan/sudan-humanitarian-needs-overview-2023-november-2022
https://ishr.ch/latest-updates/one-month-after-signing-political-framework-in-sudan-women-killed-raped-and-csos-attacked-protection-justice-and-accountability-must-be-prioritised/
https://acleddata.com/2022/11/03/regional-overview-africa-22-28-october-2022/
https://dawnmena.org/sudans-young-revolutionaries-languish-in-prison-on-trumped-up-charges/
https://civicus.org/documents/SudanCountryBrief.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2022/10/sudan-justice-repression-against-anti-coup-protesters-key-breaking-cycle
https://suwra.org/blog/2022/10/25/on-the-first-anniversary-of-the-coup-sudan-must-end-systemic-violence-against-women/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KZ1xRifbvHHc7vTNe_fRHqgAELoYq7Ft/view
https://civicus.org/documents/SudanCountryBrief.pdf
https://1ac32146-ecc0-406e-be7d-301d317d8317.filesusr.com/ugd/1b9009_e8c2214a8950412cbd82599e6c08b110.pdf
https://www.saferworld.org.uk/resources/news-and-analysis/post/884-gender-and-covid-19-responding-to-violence-against-women-and-children-in-somalia
https://unfccc.int/gender
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-Climate-Gender-Conflict-Nexus.pdf
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/handle/10546/621360/bn-unfarmed-now-unlived-when-310322-en.pdf?sequence=4

